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there was no reason at all for bringing a charge of inconsistency against that Holy See, which the whole Church humbly venerated in the person of St. Peter, its founder.
It would have been difficult to draw up a more skilful defence of Koman orthodoxy, or a clearer statement of the arguments for reunion. To impartial people, no doubt, it might have seemed clear that no one who sincerely adopted the Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon, could with any show of reason defend all the writings of Theodore, Theodoret, and Ibas. At the same time, such persons might easily have been convinced that the question in dispute was far too petty to fight about when the unity of the Church was at stake. But in the case of the Istrian bishops, a feeling of personal bitterness hindered a settlement. Gregory's arguments made no impression. The bishops continued staunch in their belief that Pope Vigilius and the Emperor Justinian had alike behaved badly, that the decrees of the Fifth Council were intended to impair the authority of the Fourth, and that the Latin bishops were only induced to give their assent to them by violence. Hence the schism continued.
The argument of violence which had formerly proved so successful in the case of Vigilius was now in turn resorted to by the champions of orthodoxy. About 588 the Exarch Smaragdus sailed to Grado, seized Severus (who had succeeded Elias as patriarch) and three other bishops, John of Paremo, Severus of Trieste, and Vindemius of Cissa, and carried them off to Eavenna. After being detained there for a year, exposed the while to every kind of insult and ill treatment, they were at last induced to communicate with John, bishop of Eavenna, who acknowledged the authority of the Fifth Council and was in communion with the Pope. They were then permitted to return home; but when they arrived they found that neither the people nor the other bishops of the province would hold communion with them. After a short interval, however, a synod was held at Marano, and there the Patriarch publicly confessed that he had done wrong in communicating with the bishop of Eavenna. Perhaps he did this the more readily since his persecutor, Smaragdus, had become insane and been removed from his government. At any rate, after his confession, Severus was restored to communion, and became once more the leaderver with regard to doctrines. Hence
